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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it refers to that which is 

implied (see below). Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that the 
abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the 
computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used 
in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should 
describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need 
for consulting the fiiU patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given 
in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure 
concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claims 33-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. 

Specifically it is unclear whether applicant is claiming a method or an apparatus. 

The term 'system' is not a statutory class of invention. Applicant should correct. For 

examination purposes, the claims will be interpreted as apparatus claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 33-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chang 
et al. (US 5884288). 

Chang et al. disclose an automated bill paying system [apparatus] having an 
access site for receiving, processing and transmitting transaction data, approval data and 
bank data wherein the transaction data contains at least one transaction and amount due 
on the transaction between a debtor and a creditor, the bank data contains a debtor's bank 
balance of a debtor's bank account of the debtor and the approval data contains an 
approved dollar amount approved by the debtor to debit the debtor's bank account and 
credit the amount due in the transaction data comprising the access site including means 
for transmitting the transaction data to the debtor as a line item on a video screen wherein 
the line item displays identification of the transaction and the amount due thereon and 
means for receiving the approved dollar amoimt form the debtor, debiting the debtor's 
bank account by the approved dollar amount and crediting the amount due in the 
transaction data by the approved dollar amount (see abstract, 2, 4, 6, 7). 

Chang et al. disclose an apparatus for paying bills involving a creditor, a debtor 
and a bank that has a creditor E-Mail address, a debtor E-Mail address and a bank E-Mail 
address respectively at a creditor site, a debtor site and a bank site respectively 
comprising the creditor's site having stored transaction data which includes the debtor's 
E-Mail address and amount due data in a debtor's account of the debtor; means, at the 
creditor's site, for sending the transaction data including the amoimt due data to the 
debtor's E-mail address; computer means, at the debtor's site, for receiving the transaction 
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data with the amount due data and displaying an amount due in the amount due data in a 
line item on an electronic video screen for approval by the debtor; activation means 
interconnected to the computer means and responsive to a n approval command by the 
debtor for indicating approval by the debtor of at least a portion of the amoimt due; upon 
the activation means responding to said approval command, the computer means being 
responsive to the activation means for sending approval data of said at least a portion of 
the amount due to the bank's E-mail address where the debtor has a bank account for 
paying bills; means, at the bank's site, for receiving the approval data of said at least a 
portion of the amount due data and debiting said bank account by said at least a portion 
of the amount due; means, at the bank site, for sending to the creditor's E- Mail address 
credit amount data which includes said at least a portion of the amoimt due for offsetting 
said amount due; and means, at the creditor's site, for receiving the credit amount due and 
crediting the debtor's account by said at least a portion of the amount due (see abstract 
and figures 1-7). 

Chang et al. disclose a computer program product for paying bills involving a 
creditor, a debtor and a bank with a creditor E-Mail address, a debtor E-Mail address and 
a bank E-Mail address respectively at a creditor site, a debtor site and a bank site 
respectively wherein the creditor's site has stored transaction data which includes the 
debtor's E-Mail address and amount due data in a debtor's account of the debtor and has 
means for sending the transaction data including the amount due to the debtor's E-mail 
address and wherein the bank's site has means for receiving approval data of at least a 
portion of the amount due data and debiting said bank account by said at least a portion 
of the amoimt due and means for sending to the creditor's E- Mail address credit amount 
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data which includes said at least a portion of the amount due for offsetting said amount 
due and wherein the creditor further has means for receiving the credit amount data and 
crediting the debtor's account by said at least a portion of the amount and wherein the 
computer program product is for use with a computer, a video screen and an activator at 
the debtor's site wherein the screen and the activator are interconnected to the computer 
and the activator is responsive to commands by the debtor for activating the computer to 
perform functions, said computer program product comprising a recording medium; 
receiving means, recorded on the said recording medium, for receiving the transaction 
data with the amount due data and displaying an amount due in the amount due data in a 
line item on the video screen for approval by the debtor; and approval means, recorded on 
said recording medium, for causing the activator to indicate approval by the debtor of 
said at least a portion of the amount due when the activator responds to a first approval 
command by the debtor; and sending means, recorded on said recording medium, 
responsive to the indication of approval by the activator for causing the computer to send 
approval data of said at least a portion of the amount due to the bank's E-mail address 
where the debtor has a bank account for paying bills (see abstract, figures 1-7). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi*om the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly Campen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6740. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Liformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 






